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phone: 817.335.1007 
712 E. Stella Street 

Fort Worth, TX 76104 
www.fortressydc.org 
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Core Purpose : Providing opportunities for inner city children and youth to experience 
powerful life change in order to become productive Christian adults.  
 
Summer JAM Purpose : To provide a safe, loving environment where the children are 
encouraged to grow closer to Jesus Christ. 
 
Goals/Purpose 

�  To teach and model basic life principles and values. 
�  Spiritual growth of the children, the community and ourselves through 

devotionals, fellowship and service. 
To develop relationships with people that will plant seeds and change lives. 

 
Responsibilities 

�  Put yourself last through service and to encourage one another. 
�  Maintain your own daily walk with God. 
�  Pray! Pray for the children and their families; for wisdom, guidance, patience and 

most importantly, unconditional love in your interactions with them. 
�  Model what you teach. 
�  Daily positive interaction with our children’s families. 
�  Facilitate daily schedule and discipline. 
�  Multiple Bible studies, Sunday classes and small group interactions. 
�  Know the weekly Bible Curriculum. 
�  Follow the rules and be on time. 

 
Fortress Schedule & Discipline 
Fortress interns are responsible for sharing the love of Jesus Christ with our youth. The 
two main methods for accomplishing this task involve facilitating the daily schedule and 
providing structure through discipline. 
 
Each week during the summer, youth groups from all over the United States travel to 
Fort Worth to minister to our children, youth and community. These groups prepare 
crafts and field trips. 
 
The interns are the hands-on link between the groups and the children. Interns are 
responsible for making sure that daily activities are running on schedule. They lead the 
mission group in the morning service projects. They are also the authority within their 
respective groups, providing structure to the children through discipline. 

 
Funding Information 
As a non-profit urban ministry, Fortress does not have the budget to pay our interns; 
therefore, our interns are asked to raise their own support if they would like to get paid 
throughout the summer. Through fervent prayer, soliciting home congregations, family 
members and individuals, most interns are able to reach our $3000 summer salary cap. 
Paychecks are dispersed every 2 weeks. At the end of the summer, all remaining funds 
will be paid out in one lump sum. 
 
Room & board is provided for each intern. 
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Intern Experience 
 

Each summer, Fortress is blessed with interns from various schools throughout the country and 
from a wide array of backgrounds. Therefore, each intern brings something unique to the table. 
 
This always presents many opportunities for all of us to learn and grow. As an intern at Fortress, 
you will be blessed with the opportunity to test and strengthen your faith. 
 
We hope that aside from your work with the youth, you will become actively involved with other 
aspects of our faith community. If you have ideas for new ministry styles of programs, make 
them known. 
 

 
”I am usually hesitant to say that I feel God wants me to do something or is leading me 
somewhere.  So many times, I have gotten excited about things I think God "wants" me to do, 
only to have the doors shut.  I exercise this caution because, for me, it is always easier to see 
God's hand in a situation in hindsight, than to try to figure out His plans for me ahead of time.  
This summer was no different.  I prayed intensely about my decision to come to Fortress, but 
essentially, it came down to the fact that is was close and works with inner city youth.   Looking 
back, however, I can see God's direct direction in the whole process.  I learned so much about 
what it means to share the love of God with people, no matter where they come from, what they 
look like, or how they act.  I witnessed the grace, peace, and zeal present in the service of all 
the staff and volunteers at Fortress.  During the internship I got to model that service to kids 
from broken homes, kids who get overlooked, adults leading teenagers on a mission trip, and 
teenagers who had no idea what they were in for when they signed up to go!  No matter who we 
are or where we are, we can always serve those we come in contact with, just as Jesus would.  
I am glad He chose to show me that this summer through Fortress and I hope I can hold onto 
the lessons that He so patiently taught me through my internship this summer.” 

Clayre Allen 
Fortress ‘08 

�
�
“So, you are considering a summer internship at Fortress. I suggest that you take a moment to 
think about it, because there is a good chance that this decision could change your life. The first 
thing you need to ask yourself is “Why?” Why would you want to spend ten weeks of your 
summer driving around Fort Worth, Texas, (avg. temp: 8,000 degrees) in a rickety old broken 
down van, with no air conditioning and thirteen loud, obnoxious, 3rd generation welfare kids that 
the rest of the world has already given up on? Why? We both know it’s not for the money. 
Perhaps, like I did, you’ve filled your head with fantasies about five-year old Qua-Qua drawing 
you a picture in crayon and telling you how you’re his hero. Perhaps you imagine fourteen-year 
old Johnny Finley, as an adult, standing in front of the Nobel Prize committee and thanking you 
for turning his life around and inspiring him to such great heights. That’s why I signed on for my 
first internship at Fortress. And let me tell you, the faster you get that junk out of your head, the 
better off you’ll be. Because what I learned from my two summers at Fortress is that it’s not 
about me. It’s about stepping out of the way and letting God do His thang. If you can’t handle 
the thought of being in a situation that requires you to be 100% dependant on God instead of 
your own abilities, then maybe Fortress isn’t for you. Like I said, it may change your life.” 

Adam Rollins 
Fortress ’04 and ‘05  
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Intern Application 
 

Please return via e-mail to ramon@fwydc.org or via fax at 817.335.5748 
or mail to 712 East Stella Street, Fort Worth, TX  76104 

If you have any questions, contact Ramon Smith 817.335.1007 
 
Name: ________________________________________ Male______ Female______ 
 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address:__________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________ Date of Birth: ________________________ 

Driver’s License Number: __________________ Driver’s License State: __________ 

How many moving violations have you had in the past 3 years? __________________ 

(Please describe on back of this page.) 

Have you had any experience driving a 15 passenger van or other large vehicle? _____ 

Parent(s) name: ___________________________ Phone: ______________________ 

Mailing address: _________________________________ 

      _________________________________ 

Would you be able to arrive on June 4, 2009? Yes ______ No ______ 

Is there anytime between June 4 and Aug 14th that you would be unavailable? 

If yes, what dates will you be unavailable? ___________________________________ 

References 
 

           Contact                    Relationship                       Daytime Phone 
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Application Part II 

 

1. Are you a Christian? Yes ______ No ______ 

2. In what type of area did you grow up? Rural ______ Suburban _____ Urban ______ 

3. What school do you presently attend? _____________________________________ 

4. What is your classification?  Freshman    Sophomore   Junior    Senior    Other(explain) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Major _____________________  Minor ________________________ 

5. What are your plans after you graduate from college? ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Have you been involved with a cross-cultural or inner city work before? (If yes, please 

explain) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

7. What are your strengths? _______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

8. What are your weaknesses?_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Are you CPR or First Aid certified? Yes No 

10. What would you like to gain from your time at Fortress? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Please describe what you anticipate seeing while at Fortress? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

12. Why are you interested in being a summer intern? __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Intern opportunities: 
Please select your top 2 intern choices by placing a ‘1’ by the top choice and ‘2’ 

by the next choice. 
 
Children          ____ 
Youth         ____ 
Urban Experience____ 
Administrative      ____ 
Meals/Food        ____ 
Program          ____
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